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ABSTEACT 

This study proposed to examine spme of the essential 
features of Alaska's guidance and counseling programs as b'ell as to 
determine the services necessary for an effective program. The study 
further sought to determine levels of program adequacy for each of 43 
typical characteristics. Characteristics were grouped into the broad 
activity areas of counseling, staff attitudes and relationships, 
facilities, program orientation and information, occupational 
counseling, follow-up, administrative policies and ancillary 
services. Forty principals and 82 counselors were surveyed in 25 
school districts. Principals and counselors were additionally asked 
their opinions regarding the importance of the characteristics in 
local guidance and counseling programs. The study revealed f.ew 
significant differences within each respondent group when compared by 
urban and rural locatipns. The number of significant differences 
increased when the respondents were compared by professional 
positions. A high degree of homogeneity exists among the respondents 
in their reactions to the characteristics. This suggests some level 
of program improvement is recognized by both priJicipals and 
counselors. Findings in this study tectd to support the literature 
that principals and counseling staffs perceive the function and role 
of counseling differently. The study concludes that there is a need 
for clarification and agreement between principals and counselors 
concerning role perception and utilization of counselor skills, 
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